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DEPARTMENT OF STATE |
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY ST

August 7, 1952 i

MEXORANDUM FOR THE MEIDBERS AND TI'E DIRECTOR, PSB

Subjsest:

l. The Department of State a ves the Progress
Report on Eseapse Program (Phase A) PSB D-18a/2. However,
the Department of State wiahea to report that since the

. Status Report was preparsd ia early July, twe aignifisant
program developments have taken place, reference to whiech
should properly bs included in the subject report., These
developments are as follows: - C

* (&)  Inorease in Regettlement Figures

Since the submission of materials for the Report,
Escapue Resettlement figures have increased as follows:

Number already rossttled ar in transit 119
Total expected by end of August S 600

‘The arrival of the PICMME ship, General Taylor

in New York om August 16 will afford the first sub-

stantial epportunity for utilizatioa of newaworthy

accomplishments of the Eseapee Program through over-

seas and domestic information media. The T

will carry 44 escaupses being resettled with the

assiastanse of the Program. The group will inolude

the Ollareks, a femily of 5 Czechs vho flad im an

amphibious jeep under dramatie oircumstances across

ths liorava River into Austria, and Ivan Fluhar, a Czeah

student who easaped by digging a tunnel from the prison

oamp near the uranium mines whers he had been sentenoced

for anti-commnist activity. Pluhar has been aceepted

for admission to the Yals lIaw School. The arrival will

be given full coverage by ITA media, including live inter
- views, and will be highlighted in overseas dissemination.

A domestio press relesss will alaso bs issued.

, I 2. The Department
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20 The Departucat rescmmends that Regommendation Hos 2
of the covering memorendum from Dr. Allen dated July 31 be
amendad %o read as followss

"That the Department of State bs veguested to
review 1ts ouwrrent foveign informution plang and
activities in suppert of the Escapass Fhase 4 Program,
sand to initiate eny Sfurther sctions indicated by
such review, including nscesiayy interdepartnental
coordination with constitusnt aftangles through
establisnad channelg."

3. The ganeral delsgation of authority in the assign-
ment of aotion reaponsibility for Phase A~-Esgapee Programe
i3 understood by the Department of State to include astionm
rosponsibility on the initiatiop of appropriste informbion
support policies and progrems to masure the objectives of tha

program,

of .
‘4o The Department has ourrently in prossas/development
& comprehensive statemsnt on foreign information suppord poliocles
and progrems ard therefore regueats. that tims be permltted to -
davelop this fully inecluding necessary interdepartmental coardinge
tion through established lisison ohannels with interested agenciea,

3o Pending dewslopment of sush policies and progroms, as
mentioned above, it is considored desirable to rotain metion
responsibility within the Departmsnt wiih. the prospest thatd
at the appropriate stege of development, the POC may bs called
upon to assume coordinating responzibilitiss in these matters.

IDnvid X, E. Biucs
Asting Seeretary
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